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all the distinctions of the Cordwainers' Company.
The business was now firmly established on a profit-
able basis and had what was at that time the sub-
stantial capital of some ^11,800. It was this Joseph
Chamberlain who married the descendant of the
Nonconformist Minister Richard Serjeant. As a
matter of fact he married successively two descen-
dants, for his wives were sisters. In this respect it
was fortunate for Joseph Chamberlain that he was a
Unitarian, for, although marriage with a deceased
wife's sister was not at that time strictly illegal, it
was forbidden by the Church of England. The sisters
were the daughters of Joseph Strutt, whose brother
Jedediah was famous in the early days of the Indus-
trial Revolution as the partner of Arkwright, and the
improver of the stocking frame. Jedediah's grandson
became Lord Belper, and so the Chamberlains are
related not only to the Belper family, but by marriage
to England's premier, and Catholic, Duke. Joseph
Chamberlain lived even longer than his father and
the eighty-five years of his life spanned the Seven Years
War, the War of American Independence, the French
Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars, the passage of the
Reform Act, and the accession of Queen Victoria.
He lived, too, just long enough to see the babyhood
of his grandson who was to become the famous states-
man. There survives a silhouette of him as a young
man, which shows him as having that sartorial
smartness which was to be characteristic of the
Chamberlains, and as closely resembling in profile his
famous grandson in the days of his maturity.

Joseph Chamberlain was succeeded in the conduct
of his business by his son Joseph the second. He also
had a daughter Martha who married J. S. Nettlefold,
a marriage which was to exercise a profound and
decisive effect upon the destinies of the Chamber-
lains. Joseph the second, like his father and grand-